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Jared Gibson 
Staff Writer “There are a lot of  problems with so-
lar energy...but that’s why students 
attend Rose: to solve problems.” 
Page 4: The Last Jedi—how does it stack up? 
Page 5: Fashion Tech Hackathon 
Page 6: FEM fatale 
Page 7: Another exciting week in Rose sports 
Lauren Wiseman 
News Editor 
The Rose Thorn 
Meet Tuesdays  
O259 5:15pm 
“Mr. Conrad kept the overarching 
theme of  the talk accessible...” 
Hailey Hoover 
Staff Writer 
“His excitement [for 
the subject] came 
through in his lecture.” 
Sgt. Sammy L. Davis receiving the Medal of Honor from President 
Lyndon B. Johnson in 1967. 
Photo Courtesy of Pritzker Military Museum & Library 
Classifieds        2 
Our Mission Statement: 
We are Rose-Hulman’s independent student newspaper. 
We keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by 
providing an accurate and dependable source for news 
and information.  
Marc Schmitt • Editor-in-Chief 
Nolan Hughes • Business Manager 
Lauren Wiseman •  News Editor 
Curtis Humm • Entertainment Editor 
Seun Ladipo • Lifestyle Editor 
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ISSUES of The Rose Thorn are published on the second through ninth 
Mondays of each academic quarter 
WEEKLY MEETINGS occur at 5:15 p.m. on the first through ninth 
Tuesdays of each academic quarter. All members of the Rose-Hulman 
community are welcome to attend.  
SUBMISSION of articles, photographs, art, and letters to the editor is 
encouraged. Submission may be made by email to thorn@rose-
hulman.edu or in person to Percopo room 031. The submission dead-
line is 5:00 p.m. Friday. 
THE RIGHTS to accept submissions or changes made after the dead-
line, to edit submissions in so far as the original intent of the submis-
sion remains unaltered, and to reject submissions deemed inappropri-
ate for print are reserved by the editors. 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR should be no longer than 600 words in 
length and must contain the writer’s (electronic) signature. 
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED herein are those of their respective authors 
and with the exception of the Staff View do not necessarily represent 
the views of the staff or the Rose-Hulman community. 
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The Rose Thorn 
For more information  
contact Nolan Hughes • hughesnc@rose-hulman.edu 
 
Looking for General Staff Writers,  
Business Managers and a Website Man-
ager 
Campus Photo of the Week 
Have a quality campus photo?  
Submit campus photos to 
thorn-biz@rose-hulman.edu  
to be featured in The Rose 
Thorn each week. 
 
Friday February 9th 
Main Dining Room 
 8pm 
 
Hypnotist 
Sailesh 
Throwback to Warmer Weather 
News                3 
Wave Power Talk  
 
 
Journalism  
Isn’t Always 
Black and 
White. 
 
 
 
Write about what 
matters.  
Write for the 
News Section. 
The Rose 
Thorn 
Tuesdays, 
O259 
5:15pm 
Timothy Wynia and Evë Maquelin 
Staff Writers 
 
On Thursday the Pentagon 
acknowledged that it failed a missile 
defense test on the coast of Hawaii. 
The test featured the Raytheon pro-
duced SM-3 Block IIA missile, a part 
the Aegis Defense Platform, which is 
designed to defend against intermedi-
ate-range ballistic missiles. 
While the test featured several 
firsts, such as the integration of ground 
(and space) based sensors, the missile 
interceptor ultimately failed to hit its 
target. 
Because of its shorter range, the 
SM-3 likely would not be used in the 
case of a North Korean ICBM attack, 
but the test failure serves to illustrate 
the fragile nature of America’s missile 
defense and the importance of prevent-
ing military conflict. 
Failed Missile Test Underscores Vulnerability to Attack  
Two major online retailers, 
Amazon and Alibaba, made head-
lines this week with potential 
changes to their brands. Amazon 
successfully filed patents for work-
er-monitoring bracelets, and 
Alibaba shared that they were toy-
ing with the idea of opening physi-
cal stores. 
The Amazon wristband patent, 
like most every technological inno-
vation these days, raises concerns 
about individual privacy and cor-
porate overreach. These wrist-
bands, if produced and imple-
mented in the Amazon workplace, 
would enable the corporation to 
monitor everything from bathroom 
breaks to confused head scratches. 
Their purported use is to use hap-
tic feedback to direct workers to-
wards the right bins and give other 
instructions, but their potential 
use, especially concerning data 
collection, can reach so much far-
ther. 
Alibaba, even in the wake of 
internet shopping taking over the 
consumer market, is considering 
branching into the physical world. 
After becoming the primary pro-
vider of bulk and cheap Chinese 
consumer goods, Alibaba has a 
nice cushion of profits with which 
to experiment. Talks include tak-
ing over chains of electronics, as 
well as department stores in malls. 
Though their efforts are largely 
focused on China and the rest of 
the Asian continent, it may not be 
long before we see Alibaba-owned 
stores across the US. 
Online Retailers Coming Offline 
Marc Schmitt 
Editor-in-Chief 
 
Almost a year after being served, 
the Waymo lawsuit is finally ready to 
begin jury selection. As a Google com-
pany, Waymo accused a former Google 
employee of stealing research on driv-
erless car technology and sharing it 
with his new employer, Uber. 
Though far from the first of its 
kind, this case has brought a lot of at-
tention to both companies and to the 
continuous dispute around intellectual 
property in the Silicon Valley.  
Developers are known for hopping 
from company to company, continu-
ously searching for better salaries and 
benefits to offset the ridiculous cost of 
living in the San Francisco/San Jose 
area. 
Waymo v. Uber Lawsuit Finally Turned Over to the People  
The oceans have large amounts of energy that can be harvested 
through wave energy converters. 
Photo Courtesy of Kester Gunn, Clym Stock-Williams  
The Alaska and West Coast regions of the United States have a par-
ticularly high availability of ocean wave energy. 
Photo Courtesy of Kester Gunn, Clym Stock-Williams  
Entertainment  4 
Seun Ladipo 
Lifestyle Editor 
 At around the end of this last year the 8th 
installment of the official Star Wars canon was re-
leased. This movie continued from where The Force 
Awakens ended with Rey meeting Luke on a dis-
tant planet and the rest of the Resistance trying 
their best to escape the First Order. This movie was 
directed by Rian Johnson who is known for Looper 
and directing various episodes of Breaking Bad.  
 The Last Jedi has a full returning cast with 
main characters Rey, Finn, and Poe Damron joined 
by many minor characters for a classic Star Wars 
film. Having said this, Star Wars Episode 8 The 
Last Jedi was met with some of the most polarizing 
reviews of any official Star Wars media to this date. 
 In my eyes, The Last Jedi has all the poten-
tial of any Star Wars film to date fulfilling the for-
mula that has made them so great for so many 
years. A-list actors alongside extremely talented 
newbies, the pinnacle of special effects, a compel-
ling two sided story of “the good guys vs the bad 
guys,” and a very conflicted main character. These 
were all present, but in the end the movie fell flat. 
 The Last Jedi is a jumbled movie that tries 
to do way too much with what it was given. There 
are three main stories in the movie. One shows 
Rey’s Journey after she finds Luke, another follows 
the protagonists trying to escape the grasps of The 
First Order, and the third is a side plot with two 
lesser main characters. What angers me is that only 
one of these plots actually affected the movie in any 
significant way, so the other two were there for no 
compelling reason. One can only hope they serve as 
exposition for a future movie, even though The 
Force Awakens did this more effectively. It did not 
beat around the bush, instead making every scene 
critical and keeping both moviegoers and Star Wars 
fans alike captivated for every second. 
 Another shortcoming of the movie that I 
cannot ignore is its treatment of space physics. 
There is a scene in the beginning of the movie 
where they dropped bombs on an enemy ship, and 
many scenes in which ships would fall from the sky 
upon destruction. This would be fine in a movie 
that took place on earth, but is unacceptable in a 
world where there is no gravity. This angered me as 
they did not bother paying enough attention to de-
tail to avoid this mistake, instead they went along 
with their mediocre plot and never turned back. 
 Frustrations with this movie aside, I am 
still a huge fan of the Star Wars franchise and this 
has yet to turn me off from the franchise. I will con-
tinue to spend my money to see every piece of Star 
Wars that they output until there is no more. Also, 
The Last Jedi had a few redeeming moments, most 
of them including our resident swolebody, Kylo 
Ren.   
 At the end of the day, I rate this movie a 2.5 
Angry The Force Awakens-Kylo Ren Tantrums out 
of 5. 
Dalal Bima 
Staff Writer 
Waking up next to his lover ’s corpse in a 
locked hotel room far away from his house, 
Adrián Doria’s perfect life starts to perish as 
he tries to defend his case with the help of a 
witness preparation expert, Virginia Good-
man. After being arrested by the police as the 
killer, Adrián talks to Virginia about the story, 
his lover Laura, and how he was framed into 
this crime. That is when the story leads you 
back to a car crash that Adrián and Laura had 
three months ago that resulted in killing a 
teenager, Daniel Garrido.  
Adrián has 180 minutes to convince Vir-
ginia that he is not the killer, as the time ticks 
away; the story gets clearer yet more ambigu-
ous. As the viewer, you get more attracted to 
the storyline, waiting for all these scattered 
details to come along to form the bigger expla-
nation to what has happened during these 
three months that lead Adrián and Laura ’s 
corpse to that room in the isolated hotel.  
If you are looking for a mystery crime 
thriller, where reality becomes more flexible 
and every detail you pay attention to rewards 
you with meaningful and purposeful action, 
this is definitely the movie for you. The movie 
continues to reveal more plots as you keep 
watching, every time you think you figured out 
a solution to the dilemma of who killed Laura, 
a new detail gets introduced to the plot that 
twists the entire storyline. Pay attention to the 
details, for the minute you get distracted you 
will miss a clue that might lead you to the kill-
er of Laura.  
Although this movie is in Spanish and you 
will probably have to turn on subtitles if you 
do not speak the language, it definitely did not 
take away how engaged you become while 
watching. Every actor and actress in this mov-
ie have done an amazing job with their charac-
ters, bringing their roles so close to the viewer 
that you forget that you have been ticking 
away with the clock waiting for this storyline 
to come together. Very rewarding to watch.  
A layered Thriller 
The invisible Guest 
“In my eyes, “The Last Jedi” has all the 
potential of  any Star Wars film to date, 
fulfilling the formula that has made 
them so great for so many years.” 
“If  you are looking for a mystery crime 
thriller, where reality becomes more 
flexible and every detail you pay atten-
tion to rewards you with meaningful 
and purposeful action, this is definitely 
the movie for you.” 
Worth reading subtitles for!  
Photo courtesy of 9gag.com 
Lightsabers! Choices! Foreshadowing! Excitement!   
Photo courtesy of denofgeek.com 
Lifestyle           5 
 
Feb-6 Poppy 
Feb-9 Alan Jackson 
Feb-9 Flint Eastwood (21+) 
Feb-10 Filmore 
Feb-10 Brockhampton 
Feb-11 We were Sharks  
Feb-14 The Letterman 
Feb-14 Ladies night Out 
Feb-15 Excision  
Feb-17 Led Zeppelin 2 (A Led Zeppelin 
Tribute band)  
Feb-18 Indiana Wind Symphony  
Feb-18 Big Wild  
Feb-20 Steve Aoki  
Feb-23 Ying Yang Twins  
Mar-7 Screaming Females (21+)  
Mar-8 Black Tiger Sex Machine  
Mar-8 Big Daddy Wave  
Mar-9 Bigger Than Elvis  
Mar-10 Craig Morgan  
Mar-10 Nothing Nowhere  
Mar-11 Ty Dolla Sign  
Thomas Hall 
Staff Writer 
 
Last weekend I got the opportunity to attend the 5th annual Fashion 
Tech Hackathon at Kent State University. Although it is presented by 
Major League Hacking, this hackathon was unlike any other that I have 
seen or heard about. This Hackathon is run by The Fashion School at 
Kent State University and invites the traditional hackathon goers to 
team up with fashion designers and create the next generation of wear-
able technology and changing the shopping experience. Instead of giv-
ing away a first second and third place prize they put each project into 
one of four groups --best design, best new technology, the best exten-
sion of a pre-existing technology, and best change to the shopping expe-
rience. 
Walking into this I honestly still did not know what to expect. 
Things did not start well when a chart at opening ceremonies showing 
the schools everyone was from left Rose off the list. I believe the repre-
sentative from Major League Hacking being from Purdue had something 
to do with it. Nonetheless, we were then given the opportunity to net-
work and meet one another and come up with an idea for our project.  
Once I had met them, my team and I decided to try for the best ex-
tension of a pre-existing technology. After some brainstorming and a 
quick google to make sure no one had already made it, we decided to 
make a wireless charging enabled jacket that would allow the wearer to 
charge their Qi-enabled device simply by placing their phone in their 
pocket. Instead of just adapting a pre-existing jacket, the fashion stu-
dents that I was teamed with Olivia Kissinger and Deidra Dunagin made 
a fully lined jacket, pictured here, from scratch overnight. Needless to 
say, I was completely awestruck.  People in our category made every-
thing from other jackets that had an emergency panic button hidden 
within the pocket to a purse that lit up whenever the wearer got a text 
message. 
Overall, I highly recommend all Rose-Hulman hackers to add this 
event to their calendar next year because it allows you to break out of 
the traditional constraints of a hackathon while exploring completely 
new. As one of my team members, Olivia, put it, “More Rose-Hulman 
nerds should come so they can help the fashion majors make cool stuff. ” 
And isn't the whole point of a hackathon to have fun and make some 
cool stuff?  As an added plus if there is more than one of us the Purdue 
organizer cannot ignore us. 
Would recommend 10/10 Raspberry Pis.  
Lets Go Have Some Fun! 
Upcoming Concerts in Indianapolis 
A still from the “After the Storm” music video 
Photos  Courtesy  of  youtube.com 
These Blue Man Group performances are getting weird. 
Photos  Courtesy  of  billboard.com 
Kali often expresses herself through her vivid imagery  
Photos  Courtesy  of  vox.com 
You'll never be as cool as Steve Aoki, but you can go see how cool he is at his 
show 
Photos  Courtesy  of  abcnews.com 
Opinions          6 
“They are not trying to make Rose 
a better place, just more Feminist.” 
It’s your opinion. 
Share it! 
Submit via: 
goo.gl/bqLbeA  
“Whenever discussion turns to  
implementation of  desired changes, 
the consensus is almost always to 
have the institution do it.” 
“They have concluded that every-
thing wrong with the world is the 
result of  social constructs.” 
Track & Field  
Sports             7     
RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 
MEN’S BASKETBALL 1 OT FINAL 2 
ROSE-HULMAN(14-7) 27 14 83 42 
BLUFFTON(9-12) 34 6 75 35 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 1 4 FINAL 2 3 
ROSE-HULMAN(18-3) 10 16 50 10 14 
BLUFFTON(15-6) 4 11 44 21 8 
RHIT Men’s Basketball 
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
Standout Performers 
Craig McGee– 20 points, 9 assists, and 6 rebounds 
Ryuji Aoki– 14 points, 4 rebounds, and 1 assist 
Standout Performers 
Taylor Graham– 16 points, 6 rebounds, and 2 assists 
Lindsey Fagerberg– 10 points, 3 rebounds, and 3 assists 
RHIT Swimming 
RHIT Women’s Basketball 
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
Intramural Standings 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics  
RHIT Player of the Week 
Devin Williams is the RHIT 
Player of the Week. This week, 
Williams began his intense cardio 
routine by running the Hawthorne 
trail, which has helped ATO take 
the lead in Rose-Fit challenge. In 
addition, Devin set a personal rec-
ord of 20 pounds on curls. Devin 
was also ranked the No. 1 African 
American student in his high 
school. Thank you for everything 
you bring to the Rose-Hulman 
community and congrats on being 
the first “Lifter of the Week.” 
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
Volleyball 
TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK STANDING 
Sigma Nu 4 0 0 4 W4 1st 
Fiji– Sham Yao 4 0 0 4 W4 1st 
Triagle B 3 1 0 4 W3 3rd 
Pike Garnet 3 2 0 5 W1 4th 
Cat Salads 2 2 0 4 W1 5th 
TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK STANDING 
Ball Stars 5 0 0 5 W5 1st 
East 3 5 0 0 5 W5 1st 
Cankle Breakers 3 1 0 4 W3 3rd 
Lakesquad 3 2 0 5 L2 4th 
Beasts of Weast 2 2 1 5 W2 5th 
TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK STANDING 
Fiji 3 4 0 0 4 W4 1st 
Sigma Nu 5 0 0 5 W5 1st 
Fiji Borkers 4 1 0 5 W4 3rd 
Pike Garnet 3 1 0 4 L1 4th 
Triangle B 3 2 0 5 L1 5th 
TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK STANDING 
Game Good 4 0 0 4 W4 1st 
Hit Squad 4 1 0 5 W3 2nd 
Beasts of Weast 4 1 0 5 W1 3rd 
Net Effect 2 2 0 4 L2 4th 
IM Frisbee 2 3 0 5 L1 5th 
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The Rose-Hulman men’s team 
beat Bluffton University on Satur-
day afternoon in a 83-75 battle.  
The Fightin’ Engineers relied 
on a 19-2 run to overcome a 10-
point deficit in the second half, 
which lead to the Fightin’ Engineers 
win in overtime.   
The victory was Rose-Hulman’s 
thirteenth win in their past fourteen 
games.  
In addition, the victory allowed 
the team to keep their one-game 
lead in the HCAC with their 12-2 
record in conference. 
Rose-Hulman improved to 14-7 
overall after starting the season 1-6.  
Rose-Hulman took the lead on 
Wednesday night with their victory 
over Hanover. 
Congrats to the team on what 
they’ve accomplished thus far. 
The Rose-Hulman team 
won another conference game 
to improve to 14-0 in HCAC 
play by beating Bluffton 50-44. 
The Fightin’ Engineers na-
tionally ranked No. 8 defense 
was definitely displayed as they 
forced Bluffton to 1-9 in their 
opening frame.  
 Rose-Hulman shot 18-47 
(38%) for the game and made 11 
of 17 free throws attempts. 
RHIT outrebounded the Bea-
vers 37-31. 
Congrats to the team on 
what they’ve done this far and 
what is to come. 
When Mom makes pizza rolls. 
Photo By Rose-Hulman Athletics 
Thank you, Seniors, for everything you’ve done for Rose-Hulman. 
Photo By Rose-Hulman Athletics 
Basketball 
Flipside            8 
1. Obama 
2. An Epic Rap Battle via Twitter 
3. Two Hours of Trump Responding to Negative Tweets  - Live over 
Twitter 
4. Trump Swatting at Clinton 
5. REM Crawling from their Graves for a Live Rendition of “It’s the End 
of the World” 
6. Joe Biden Trying to get on Camera… Again 
7. Trump to go all “Bing Bong Bing Bong” 
8. Spontaneous Liver Failure in Half the Country 
9. Alex Jones Opens for Trump Wearing a Tinfoil Hat 
10.Intermission Sponsored by Diet Coke 
11. Joe Biden Meme Bingo 
12.Kanye Filibusters State of the Union - “Trump, Imma let you finish, 
but…” 
13.It was Actually a Saturday Night Live Cold Open the Entire Time 
14.America gets Called into the Dean’s Office and Gets a Stern Talking to 
15. Oprah Style Giveaway - “You get paper towels and you get paper 
towels!” 
16.The Scooby Doo Gang Unmasks Trump 
17. It Turns out to be a QVC segment for Ivanka’s Clothes 
18.Trump Arrives Dressed as a Ringmaster and Starts Singing the Great-
est Showman 
19.*Reality Pauses; A Man Walks onto Stage* “Hi, I’m John Quinones. 
Welcome to ‘What Would You Do?’” 
20. Trump Hits his Big Red Button - “That’s all folks!” 
   
"When I pulled up to the school and the lights flicked off I was like 
YES!!" 
- Dr. Bill Butske 
 
“That’s just Rose: Mental abuse.” 
- Dr. Wayne Tarrant 
 
“Limbs on snakes! BAH!” 
- Dr. Peter Coppinger 
 
“You know how we know that he was a good mathematician?” 
Student : “He had something named after him?” 
“No, he spent the last few years of his life in the crazy house.” 
- Dr. William Green 
 
"I saw that my quote was in the Thorn... you know I'm not tenured 
yet!"  
- Dr. Megan Heyman 
 
“I’ve been swamped. I crawled into bed last night hoping death 
would take me. I’m sure you guys were praying for my death as 
well.” 
- Dr. Ross Weatherman 
 
“You can convince me to do it either way, but you can’t convince me 
to care.” 
- Dr. Richard House 
 
“We only have five minutes left so I’m going to talk about how awe-
some I was as an undergraduate.” 
- Dr. Jeffery Leader    
 
National  
Shower  
with a Friend Day -  
“Hi, I’m a Jehovah’s 
witness.” 
 
National  
Weatherperson’s 
Day 
 
World Nutella Day 
National  
Frozen  
Yogurt Day 
 
National Lame 
Duck Day - “Hey 
duck! You’re no good 
duck. YA JUST LIKE 
YA FATHA.” 
National  
Girls &  
Women in Sports 
Day 
 
National  
Fettuccine Alfredo 
Day 
 
National Periodic 
Table Day 
 
National Send a 
Card to a Friend 
Day 
National  
Iowa Day 
 
National Boy 
Scouts Day 
 
National Kite  
Flying Day 
National  
No One  
Eats Alone Day 
 
National Bagel Day 
 
National Pizza Day 
 
National  
Toothache Day 
National  
Cream  
Cheese Brownie 
Day 
 
National Home 
Warranty Day 
 
National Umbrella 
Day 
National  
Don’t Cry  
Over Spilled Milk 
Day 
 
National  
Inventors’ Day 
 
National Make a 
Friend Day 
 
National  
Peppermint Patty 
Day 
 
National Shut-In 
Visitation Day 
 
National White 
Shirt Day 
05 06 07 08 09 10 11 
This issue marks the one-year anniversary of the National 7 Day Forecast. Does this mean it’s time to stop? Please send an email with questions, concerns, or content 
to the Thorn Flipside Editor <thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu> Disclaimer: The Flipside is purely for fun! Any uncredited work above can be attributed to me,     
Emma Oswood.  
Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of context? Did you hear something amusing on your jaunt about the fine halls of 
this institution? We want to hear about it! Send your quotes with who said it to: thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu or fill out this nifty 
google form: https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1 
WACKY PROF QUOTES 
“Whoa dude, is that anime?” 
“No, it’s Yu-Gi-Oh.” 
 
 
 
“I only know one other Charles and 
he tried to drown me.” 
 
 
 
“And somebody was just getting  
murdered in the hallway…”  
Heard ‘Round Campus 
Personal 
CAN YOU FIX ME? 
Broken medical professional looking for capable 20
-something. Working part-time as an advertiser; 
looking to get back to true passion - Ultrasounds. 
Made in 1997, 444 lbs, 15” Color Monitor 
Shower buddies? (NO HOMO) 
I’m a SELF-MADE MAN looking for some cool bros 
to partake in National Shower with a Friend Day. 
No homo. Preferably; companions should have 
CHISELED muscles like mine and ROCK HARD 
abs. No homo. 
(n o h o m o) 
